AUDITIONING

There is a very basic part of auditioning that is hard to accept, but everyone should keep in mind.  You may have done the best audition you can and you will not be selected for a part for reasons beyond your control:

· Your age

· Your size

· Your sound

· Your availability

· Other casting choices

· The director’s vision
Concentrate on what you do have control over:

· Your readiness

· Your confidence

· Your choices

· Reflection

READINESS

· Select early

· Have variety

· Rehearse your song and monologue out loud

CONFIDENCE

· First impressions

· It’s another role you play

· Relaxation

CHOICES

· Material 

· Exhibit different personality traits/attitudes/level of excitement

· Portrays a personality similar to the director’s description of the character you are auditioning for

· In the absence of director’s description, the way you see a character

· 5 W’s - The reason you hear it all the time is because it’s basic. 

Knowing:

· WHO you are

· WHERE you are

· WHEN it is

· WHAT you are trying to say/do

· WHY you are trying to say/do it

are important aspects of building a believable character

· It doesn’t matter if it’s right or wrong as much as it matters that you made choices about your character.

REFLECTION

This is the most personal and beneficial work that you can do to grow yourself as an actor.  After the audition take a breath, sit down with a journal and write your account.  

Be critical, be honest; what did you do well?  What would you do differently?  

DO THIS BEFORE YOU HEAR WHAT THE AUDITION TEAM RESULTS!!

AUDITIONING IN PRACTICE

Assuming you’ve taken heed on the above steps, what do you do when you’re actually there?

Work on your CRAFT

· CONCENTRATE

· RELAX

· ACTIVATE

· FOCUS

· TAKE NO PRISONERS

PREP TIME:

CONCENTRATE

· Arrive early

· Get in your head, forget about all the hub-bub around you. 

· Firmly root yourself in your 5 W’s, imagine you are the character

RELAX

· Stretch

· Vocalize

· Breathe

ACTIVATE

· Warm up

· Bounce on the balls of your feet

· Keep your blood moving

GOING IN:

FOCUS

· Channel your energy

· Keep your attention on the matters at hand:

· Walk in with confidence, be yourself 

· Greet with a smile and a matter of fact presence

· Go to the pianist if applicable

· Be friendly

· Be clear, mark your pages well  

· Be pianist ready

· Discuss Tempo 

· Say THANK YOU

· Go to the center of the room, stage, or to a designated mark

· State your name and the role you are auditioning for

· State the name of your song, where it’s from and who wrote it

· Ditto for your monologue 

· Take time to reassemble your character after you state and then begin. 

·  DO NOT LAUNCH yourself into it.

TAKE NO PRISONERS

· This is your time

· Command attention

· Every moment is a new moment

· Leave with poise

